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Scented Leaves 



THE MERMAID 



The sailor boy who leant over the side of the Junk of 
Many Pearls, and combed the green tresses of the sea 
with his ivory fingers, believing that he had heard the 
voice of a mermaid, cast his body down between the 
waves. 

THE MIDDLE KINGDOM 

The emperors of fourteen dynasties, clad in robes of 
yellow silk embroidered with the Dragon, wearing gold 
diadems set with pearls and rubies, and seated on thrones 
of incomparable ivory, have ruled over the Middle King- 
dom for four thousand years. 

THE MILKY WAY 

My mother taught me that every night a procession 
of junks carrying lanterns moves silently across the sky, 
and the water sprinkled from their paddles falls to the 
earth in the form of dew. I no longer believe that the 
stars are junks carrying lanterns, no longer that the dew 
is shaken from their oars. 

THE NIGHT 

In the hall of ebony there grows a tree with golden 
tassels. In the branches is a silver nest out of which 
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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 

come forth twelve squirrels. In the heart of the tree 
dwells a fiery snake; when the wind blows the boughs 
of the tree smite together, and the fiery snake leaps 
forth. 

THE ONION 

The child who threw away leaf after leaf of the many- 
coated onion, to get to the sweet heart, found in the end 
that he had thrown away the heart itself. 

THE PEAR TREE 

Han, the wise emperor, bade his son: "Look thou 
For merit where thou seest humility, 
As they who strip the pear-tree seek for fruit 
Upon the branches bending to the ground." 

THE POTTER 

A potter, who was creating the world, threw from 
him what seemed to him a useless lump of clay, and 
found that he had thrown away his left hand. 

THE ROSE 

When the delicious verses of Li Po were praised in 
the Court of Heaven an envious mandarin complained 
of the poet's scandalous life. The Divine Emperor, 
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